Dear prospective EVS volunteer,
Thank you for expressing an interest in carrying out voluntary work with our foundation as part of the Erasmus + European Voluntary Service Programme. Please read the following information carefully. 

The project work generally consists of a combination of practical hands on work in tree planting, plant propagation, organic olive groves and olive picking, fruit tree cultivation, with some work on the dissemination of information through the ongoing work at our visitor centres in Malta and Sicily, organization of festivals,  tours, workshops, lunches and dinners, manning the Ghajn Tuffieha Tower and the Ranger Station at Ramla Bay, Gozo, and patrolling the protected sites and the blue flag beaches, especially the sand dune areas to guide visitor flow and activity. 
Volunteers are expected to be flexible in the tasks assigned to them, since these form part of an integrated project, with different aspects thereof taking priority at different times during the year. Please note that communications during the internship are conducted in English.
Through the Erasmus EVS programme we provide free accommodation for volunteers through the hiring of  apartments in Xemxija, Malta with 3 bedrooms, and an apartment in Xaghra Gozo in the summer months. The apartments can host up to 6 persons each, which means that the volunteers generally share a room depending on their number. It is important that volunteers know this and are comfortable with this. Xemxija in Malta is a small town 20 minutes bike ride from our Center, the organic olive groves and the plant nursery. Volunteers make their way to work by bicycle, which is the main form of transport. Bicycles are provided by the Foundation, and are to be kept in good condition by the volunteers. Where necessary, by way of exception, for example in case of injury or bad weather, public bus transport can be used, and cost of tickets for EVS volunteers to work and back will be covered by Gaia.  However this means of transport is the exception and when it is necessary volunteers should communicate it to the administrator. 

Gaia's project also involves managing an eco site in Sicily, in the hills around Vizzini (CA), in a place called Montaltore. This is a very special volunteer experience where volunteers live on site at the centre in the spirit of an eco community, taking care of olive and fruit trees, growing their own organic vegetables, learning about eco and holistic living, and helping to promote agro tourism and eco tourism. 2016/17 will be Gaia's first years of operation of this project, which is entirely new. Volunteers will therefore be part of a team helping to build this project up from the start. The centre at Montaltore, which is called Centro Giordano Bruno, has 6 bedrooms which are available for volunteers, both EVS and non EVS, as well as for renting out for agro tourism. Here volunteers also share rooms. Travel costs from Malta to the Gozo site as well as to the Sicily site and back are covered by the project. The centre in Vizzini is in the countryside, 10 minutes drive to the closest towns of Licodia and Vizzini.
Our office number in Malta is (356) 21584474. Mobile contact number in case of need is (356) 9947 8828.
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With EVS funds we can also provide a food and drinking water budget of 6.5 Euros per day. We also cover the apartments' rent and upkeep, including electricity, heating, use and service of bicycles, and wireless internet (the apartment has a 50Gb internet download limit per month. Volunteers must ensure that they keep within the download limit to keep enjoying the service through the whole month. If not, the service provider will cut off the service until the end of the month). EVS volunteers also get pocket money 110 Euros per month.
The grant received from Erasmus is a grant that supports the Foundation's project. This support automatically includes costs for food, transport, lodging and pocket money for the EVS volunteers. The rest of the funds are intended by the programme for use in the development of the project that the volunteers are part of. Gaia is a non profit organisation, and as such all funds obtained from Erasmus or any other source do not profit any individual but only the environmental and social projects it is involved in, that you yourselves will assist us in throughout your stay. It is to be emphasised that this is a philanthropic project, and that all volunteers are to see it in this light and join us in giving back to society. 
The Erasmus + programme is NOT a paid holiday, where volunteers could pick and choose when and what to do, or expect more funds than those allocated and detailed above. Project costs are extensive and funds are always limited.
Volunteers work schedule is mostly based upon outdoor work. The working week is 32.5 hours usually over 5 days, that is, 6 hours per day of work and 30 minutes per day of lunch break. Punctuality and good time keeping is very important and part of the discipline and experience expected under the Erasmus + programme, that helps youngsters to start to make the transition from the student life to the work life, where discipline is a necessity. It is also important to serve as a good example of responsibility and discipline to the rest of the volunteer team. This is key principle behind the EU funded Erasmus initiative. 
At the start of the project volunteers are given a set of keys to bicycles, apartments, watchtower and where necessary Gaia premises. These must all be duly returned before the end of the project. If keys are lost there is a minor charge for replacement. Taking care of keys, bicycles and all equipment on all 3 sites is a very important factor of responsibility in the participation of the project.   
If and when you are selected, we ask you to confirm your willingness and commitment to join our project. This is because we often have to turn down other applicants when we are full, and it would be most unfair on them as well as on us if our volunteer programme does not run smoothly because of a lot of last minute cancellations. 
Please email us your request to participate in our EVS volunteer programme by sending us the attached application form to evs@projectgaia.org  Please be sure to list the subject of all email correspondence as “EVS 2016/17 PROGRAMME”.
Once your placement is confirmed by us, please let us know the dates when you will be available to join us, and your preferred length of stay. We are currently looking to take volunteers for the longer periods between 9 and 12 months. Please give us a scanned copy of your passport so that we could purchase your flight tickets. Please note that EVS rules state that volunteers are to arrive to the project in the first week of the month, so please make yourselves available accordingly. We shall organise transport for you from the airport in Malta to your apartment. If you need to contact us once you arrive, you may do so on mobile phone no. (00356) 9947 8828. 
Please ensure that you list your mobile number as well as your skype name in the application form below. Volunteers are required to take out a standard insurance for the period they are in Malta. Please communicate with your sending organisation to make sure you have this, and email us a copy of your insurance papers.
To process your application we need you to send without delay:

1. This application form fully filled in.

2. CV

3. Questionaire, filled in.

 Please be sure to submit your skype name to allow us to conduct an interview if we feel the need to as part of the selection process.
If you are selected we will send you a copy of the contract to be signed and sent to us before your arrival by you and your sending organisation.. Once accepted you must enroll in the pre departure training organised by the sending organisation in your country, to help to prepare you for this project.
Thank you. We look forward to receiving your application papers. 
Rodolfo Ragonesi CEO
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	Application Form
The Gaia Foundation, Malta
ERASMUS + EVS VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME


	

	Part I. Details of the applicant


	Please submit motivation letter giving reasons for your interest in applying for our programme.
 

	

	Please submit passport size photo 
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	Name
	
	Surname
	

	Address
	

	Date of Birth
	
	Email
	

	Skype name
	
	Mobile
	

	Emergency contact  name, email  & number
	
	
	

	Are you an EU Citizen?
You are a citizen of which country?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	

	Part II. Application Details

	Please fill in as detailed as possible. 


	

	1. How did you get to know about us and our volunteer programme?

	

	2. Details of your education background  (for general information only)
	
	

	Name of School or University
	

	Address
	

	Course/Faculty
	

	3. What are your favorite subjects or fields of specialisation or interest? 

	

	4. Please give name and email address of a person who can sign a letter of reference (eg University or school tutor, voluntary organization you have worked with etc.)

	

	5. Have you done any voluntary work before?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Name of Organisation
	

	Starting Date
	
	Ending Date
	

	Contact E-mail
	

	
	

	6. Please explain in about 150 words why you would like to join our volunteer programme. (Motivation letter)

	

	7. How Long would you like to stay? Are your dates flexible?

	

	8. When would you like to:

	Begin? :
	
	Finish? :
	

	9. What languages do you speak?

	

	10. What is your level of English?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Basic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Poor

	11. Do you have any knowledge of computer programmes? If so, which ones?

	

	12. Do you like outdoor work?

	

	13. Do you have any health condition that needs caring for during your work? Eg Back problems or allergies etc.

	

	14. What would you really like to achieve in participating in this project?

	

	15. Please confirm that you will be taking out a standard EVS insurance for the period of your stay here. (obligatory)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I Confirm

	16. Please list what you think are your strong points

	

	17. Please list what you think are your weak points

	

	18. Do you accept the conditions of the voluntary programme listed in the introduction above?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I Agree                                                                            
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I Disagree

	

	Part III. Signature of the applicant

	

	Name
	
	Date
	

	

	Signature
	

	


